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Southern California Past Masters Association

By-Laws

ARTICLE I – OF ITS TITLE AND OFFICERS

Section 1:  The California Masonic Code, Section 20100, defines Past Masters Associations as voluntary associations of Masons that are not directly amenable to the supervision of Grand Lodge except through the power of Grand Lodge to regulate and govern the activities of each member as an individual Mason.  This Association is named “Southern California Past Masters Association (SCPMA).”  It may draw membership from Masonic Districts within Masonic Division III and Masonic Division IV of the Grand Lodge of California and elsewhere as set forth in Article IV.  Its officers shall consist of the following:  President, First Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Master of Ceremonies, Steward, and Chaplain.  

ARTICLE II – OF ITS PURPOSE

Section 1:  The purpose of the Association shall be to cultivate and promote social, friendly, and fraternal relations among its members, and to provide assistance, encouragement and financial support to the Southern California Jurisdiction of the Order of DeMolay.  It shall perform the Past Master Ceremony for Masters-elect, sitting Masters, and Past Masters who may desire to receive it.

ARTICLE III – OF ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

Section 1: The President, First Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Master of Ceremonies shall be elected at each Annual Meeting, and each elected officer shall hold office for one year or until his successor shall have been elected.

Section 2:  The President shall appoint a Steward and a Chaplain who shall hold office for one year or until his successor shall have been appointed.

Section 3: The President, First Vice-President, Second Vice-President, Master of Ceremonies, and Steward are considered in the progressive line of officers, subject to annual election.  The Treasurer and Secretary will normally serve for more than one year and are not in the progressive line of officers.

ARTICLE IV – OF MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY

Section 1: Any Past Master, Master or Master-elect of any Lodge working under a charter or dispensation from the Grand Lodge of California, or of any Lodge working under a charter, warrant or dispensation from any Grand Lodge recognized by the Grand Lodge of California, shall be eligible for membership.

ARTICLE V – OF THE DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1: The President shall preside at all meetings of the Association and shall perform such other duties as are prescribed in these by-laws.

Section 2: The First Vice-President shall assist the President in the performance of his duties and, in his absence or inability to act, shall perform the duties of the President.

Section 3: The Second Vice-President shall assist the President and First Vice-President in the performance of their duties and, in the absence or inability of the First Vice-President, shall perform the duties of the First Vice-President.

Section 4: The Treasurer shall receive from the Secretary all monies coming to the Association and shall promptly deposit them in Association accounts maintained in FDIC insured financial institutions.  He shall provide his receipt to the Secretary for monies received.   In lieu of the above, the Secretary may deposit Association funds in an FDIC insured financial institution and provide the Treasurer with a copy of the deposit record.  The Treasurer shall keep a just and accurate account of Association monies and shall provide a full report thereon at the Annual Meeting of the Association, and at such other times as the President, or one acting in his stead as provided for in this Article V, may request.  He shall pay out Association funds as appropriate and as directed by the Association or its President.

Section 5: The Secretary shall issue all notices of the meetings and shall maintain records of the Association membership.  He shall receive all monies and pay the same to the Treasurer, taking his receipt therefore.  In lieu of the above, the Secretary may deposit Association funds in an FDIC insured financial institution and provide the Treasurer with a copy of the deposit record.  He shall attest all warrants on the Treasurer and shall perform such other duties as may properly appertain to the office of Secretary.  The Secretary shall provide a full report on the performance of his duties at the Annual Meeting of the Association, and at such other times as the President, or one acting in his stead as provided for in this Article V, may request.  The Secretary shall, at the end of his term of office, deliver all books, papers and other property of the Association to his successor.

Section 6: The Master of Ceremonies, Steward, and Chaplain shall perform such duties as may from time to time be prescribed by the Association or by the President.

ARTICLE VI – OF COMMITTEES

Section 1: The President may from time to time appoint such committees as he may desire to assist in the operation of the Association.

ARTICLE VII – OF ITS MEETINGS

Section 1:  The Annual Meeting of the Association shall be held on a convenient date in the first quarter of each calendar year, the exact date to be fixed by, and at the discretion of, a majority of the elected officers after due consideration of the availability of a meeting place, the availability of the Grand Master and other officers of the Association.  Notice of the time and place of such meeting shall be given to all members in good standing at least two weeks prior to the date thereof.

Section 2: Special Meetings for the transaction of business or for any event sponsored by the Association shall be held whenever and at such place as may be directed by the Association or by the President, or one acting in his stead as provided for in Article V.

Section 3: Four members shall constitute a quorum and no business shall be conducted unless such quorum is present.

Section 4: The Annual Meeting shall consist of a program (and may include a dinner), a business meeting and a conferral of the Past Master Ceremony on those candidates who have requested same and who have been elected.

ARTICLE VIII – OF FEES AND DUES

Section 1: The annual dues for the Southern California Past Masters Association shall be $10.00 per member payable not later than the date of the Annual Meeting.  Life members shall be exempt from the payment of dues.  Those attending Association dinners will be charged an additional appropriate amount to cover the cost of the dinner, rental of the meeting space and other expenses of the meeting.

Section 2: The President may waive any fees or dues and the cost of the dinner for any invited guests.  In addition, reimbursement of the costs of lodging and travel for the principal speaker may also be authorized by the President.

Section 3: Life memberships may be granted without charge to any Past President or sitting Grand Master by a majority vote of the members present at the Annual Meeting.

Section 4: Only life members and those members who have paid dues for the current year shall be considered to be in good standing and entitled to attend the Annual Meeting of the Association.  A member not in good standing can be restored to good standing by paying the current year’s membership dues.  There shall be no penalty for lapse of membership in the Association.

ARTICLE IX – OF AMENDMENTS

Section 1: These by-laws may be amended at any Annual Meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, provided that written notice of such amendment shall be given at least thirty days in advance of such Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE X – OF LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

SECTION 1:  A Life Membership allows a member who is in good standing with both the Association AND the Grand Lodge of California to pay a set sum of money to forever exempt him from the payment of dues therein.  The cost of the Life Membership shall be $300.

SECTION 2:  A Life Membership then becomes an executed contract requiring the consent of the Association to rescind it.

SECTION 3:  The original amounts paid for life memberships shall be forever kept and maintained as and for a permanent Life Membership Fund. Only interest or dividends paid in cash on bank deposits or authorized investments in securities shall be available for general Association use. The Association may invest its life membership funds as provided for in this California Masonic Code if such investments are kept separate and apart from all other Association assets.

SECTION 4:  When the annual dues of the Association are increased, the Association’s life membership shall be deemed to have been amended without further action of the Association to increase the dollar amounts required for a life membership by the same percentage that the Association dues have been increased.

Approved at the Annual Meeting held on February 23, 2008.

___Original Signed by:

Vernon M. Dandridge

___Original Signed by:

Attest: Jack M. Rose, Secretary
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